Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

2-5-2009

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 30
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 30" (2009). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6725.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6725

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

C Y
M K

look. listen. feel. experience multimedia @ www.chherald.com

Herald
college heights

Thursday, February 5, 2009
Volume 84, Number 30
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

University
endowments
shrink during
economic
hard times

Enrollment
numbers prompt
board to give
$6.1 million
to academic
affairs

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

A souring economy has
cut university endowment
values across the nation.
Western reports losses
that could affect some
scholarships, but officials
have strategies to keep
donations rolling in.
Universities usually put
donations
Decreasing
in a savings
endowment account of
values for
sorts to create
endowments,
last year
said William
WESTERN D a v i s ,
down about chair of the
20 percent
economic
department.
Universities
BEREA
down about use interest
made off the
30 percent
endowment.
Western
MOREHEAD o f f i c i a l s
down about
spend
4.5
30 percent
percent of
the money
UK
made
off
down about endowments
30 percent
on
things
such
as
scholarships
and professorships each
year, said John Paul Blair,
assistant vice president of
major gifts.

New faces show up at
Western every semester, and
they’ve shown up in larger
numbers for the past two
semesters.
Western had 18,311
students enrolled as of
yesterday, said Dean Kahler,
associate vice president
of academic affairs. One
year
ago
yesterday,
Western
Western had
had 18,311
662 fewer
students.
students
F a l l
s e m e s t e r enrolled as
enrollment of yesterday,
s p i k e d
and had
too,
with
445 more
445 more
students
registered
students
in fall 2008
than in fall enrolled this
2007, Kahler fall than last
said. Western
fall.
had 19,761
students
enrolled last semester.
The rising enrollment
prompted the Board of
Regents to approve giving
academic affairs more
money, said Ann Mead, vice
president for finance and
administration, in an e-mail.
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CASSIE BROOKS/Herald

James Townsend, 17, enjoys reading, archery, ancient Japanese culture and writing. He has written a total of five novels, long hand,
and is currently researching for his sixth book. “I only use the computer when I have to,” he said. “I don’t like to. Only for researching
new ideas. I think if someone writes a book or something, they should actually write it out with their hands.”

In their own hands
Grant gives children with autism chance to work

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
James Townsend pens his novels in
five-subject notebooks, leaving the covers
with creases and wrinkles—signs of all
the words he’s poured onto the pages.
“If you’re going to write something
that’s a book, that’s actually yours, you
should write it by hand,” he said.

Townsend, a 17-year-old from
Glasgow, has been diagnosed with
a form of autism called Asperger’s
Syndrome. He’s written five fantasy/
science fiction novels by hand.
He enjoys more than writing books,
though, he said. He reads them, even
dictionaries.
Townsend gets to keep working
surrounded by books in Western’s

library thanks to a grant given to the
Kelly Autism Program.
Autism is a developmental disability
that affects communication and social
development.
People with Asperger’s mostly have
problems with social interaction, KAP
Director Marty Boman said.
See GRANT,

page
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Despite rally cancellation,
SGA lobbies legislators
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
FRANKFORT—A coat of ice glazed the
Capitol building early Tuesday morning, but
Student Government Association members
didn’t slip or stumble when plans for a rally in
Frankfort fell through.
Instead they spent the day lobbying
Kentucky legislators for higher education
funding from the state.
The SGA had planned on sending two charter
buses with Western students to Frankfort for a
rally for higher education funding, Administrative
Vice President Reagan Gilley said. But the rally
was canceled because of inclement weather.

President Kayla Shelton said the rally is being
rescheduled. The new date will be announced on
Feb. 8.
Members of the SGA executive board, two
senators, one committee head and one student
had made the trip to Frankfort Monday night,
before the cancellation.
SGA members planned to lobby legislators
if there was time after the rally, Shelton said
at an SGA seminar on Saturday. But the focus
changed after the rally was canceled.
Students from Morehead State University and
Northern Kentucky University also made it to
the Capitol.
S e e R A L LY ,
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ALBERT CESARE/Herald

Danville junior Kevin Smiley, Taylor Mill junior Dave Vickery and Lexington freshman Daniel Shaw
were part of the small group of Western students who made it to Frankfort even though the rally for
higher education was canceled. They spent their time lobbying legislators about financial concerns
surrounding higher education.

2 DAY

OPINION

MORE STORIES
Saturday School
The Center for Gifted Studies hosts
classes on Saturday for gifted
students in elementary and middle
school. ONLINE

1000 WORDS
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In the Shadow of the Hill: This
semester Herald photojournalists
find interesting stories on the edges
of campus. PAGE 2

YOUR PAPER,
YOUR VOICE
Editorials, commentaries, letters
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4

THURS. 36o / 27o
FRI. 56o / 41o
SAT. 64o / 48o
SUN. 59o / 46o

Lots of TLC

MON. 59o / 48o

Satellite locations of The Learning
center open at Pearce-Ford Tower and
Keen Hall on Monday. PAGE 6

TUES. 63o / 49o
WED. 64o / 39o
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in the shadow of the Hill
EMILY FOX

This semester Herald photojournalists find
interesting stories on the edges of campus.
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com

L

t

ori Spalding, 47, looks out over the Clothes Lion, the store she has owned for
eight years. Spalding started at the Clothes Lion working under her aunt, and
was eventually able to buy the store when it came up for sale. Though economic
recession tends to benefit second-hand businesses, Spalding says the current financial
climate hasn’t helped business as much as she hoped.
Spalding said it’s her strong Christian faith that keeps her going through hard times.
“I hope that people can see that,” Spalding said. “That they can see God working
through me.”
Spalding owes her success to this faith, her own determination and help from friends
and family.
“I don’t have regular employees,” she said. “I just have friends who come in and help
me.”
Business also gets a boost from Spalding’s 7-year-old pit bull Kano.
“You wouldn’t believe how many people stop by to see him,” she said. “People notice
when he’s not here. Nobody notices when I’m not here, but when he’s gone, everyone
notices.”
The Clothes Lion sells both antiques and consignment items and is located on the 31-W
Bypass.

Crime reports

Arrest

Report

u William Butts, Lebanon, Tenn., was arrested
on Feb. 3 for reckless driving and driving under the
influence. He was released the next day on a $1,000
surety bond.

u Aloyusis Brown, Keen Hall, reported on
Feb. 2 that his Dell laptop was stolen from his
room. The value of the theft was $1,000.

749
25
4

Pounds of paper products
used by an American individual annually.
Trillion Styrofoam cups are
thrown away by Americans
each year.
Miles a year is how far the
average person walks to
make his or her bed.

Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts/Statistics/
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POLICE

Winter crime spree calls for caution Enrollment
Continued

Emily Ulber
news@chherald.com
For Western students, back
to school can also mean back
on the alert.
Last week, there were about
10 different car break-ins at
The Registry Apartments, said
Barry Pruitt, public information
officer for the Bowling Green
Police Department.
"The first week students were
back in school, they just started
getting slammed," he said.
Officials from the Registry
declined to comment on the
break-ins.
There were eight incidents
reported over the entire course
of Winter Break, according to
the Western Police media log.
Students need to be especially careful with their belongings
when coming back after the
holidays, Pruitt said.
He said that while the city
police aren't normally involved
with crime on campus, they

Rally

Continued

from front page

The group met with 10
legislators including Sen. John
Schickel, R-Union, and Sen.
Damon Thayer, R-Georgetown.
Schickel said education was
a top priority for him, but given
the economic situation, money
may need to go to other causes
such as senior citizens and
medical care.
SGA
members
asked
Schickel about using strategies
such as gambling and taxes on
cigarettes to help state to raise
revenue and keep education
affordable.
Schickel said the Senate has
considered those strategies but
he doesn’t know the outcome.

C Y
M K

often deal with break-ins in the
surrounding areas.
The primary thing students
can do to prevent car theft is to
keep their doors locked at all
times, Pruitt said.
Students' cars are often targets because of the electronics,
backpacks and checkbooks they
keep in plain view, he said.
"That's just inviting someone
to come along and steal all your
stuff," Pruitt said. "Which car
would you rather steal from,
a college student's car or your
grandmother's car?"
Stealing property from vehicles is a crime of opportunity,
said Rafael Casas, crime prevention training sergeant for
campus police.
"Don't leave valuable stuff
out where people can see it,"
he said. "Don't give people the
temptation. It's very easy to
break a window."
Pruitt also cautioned students
not to drive around with loud
music playing, which advertises
expensive stereo systems.

Offenses during Winter
Break included theft, assault
and drug use, according to the
log.
The University Bookstore
also reported a $437.82 charge
paid for with a stolen credit
card, and a projector was stolen
from Grise Hall, according to
the log.
Many of the crimes committed during Winter Break were
not affiliated with Western students, said Maj. Mike Wallace,
field operations commander.
During break when students
are gone, the dorms are locked
and cars are gone from the parking lots, he said.
Western police are more
likely to stop and question people on campus during break
while everything is shut down,
Wallace said.
There are always at least two
officers patrolling campus during Winter Break, Casas said.
There are three to four patrolling at any time during the
semester.

He said students should hold
education officials accountable
for educational spending.
“I don’t agree they spend
money as efficiently as they
can,” Schickel said about higher
education administrators.
Thayer told the students that
he’s very supportive of regional
universities, such as Western,
and thinks they’re crucial to the
state’s success.
“I’ve been fighting for six
years for equitable funding,”
Thayer said.
He said that, given the
economic situation, he’s not in
favor of raising taxes.
Gilley said he thinks that
the lobbying was a positive
experience overall.
“It was a chance to get up
there and give them our point of
view and see their thoughts on
higher education,” Gilley said.

He said it was good to have
a dialogue with legislators and
he hopes what SGA members
said will impact them when they
vote.
Gilley said he feels more
informed about the senators’
positions now that he has heard
their justifications.
Taylor Mill junior David
Vickery was the only Western
student not in SGA to go to
Frankfort.
He said he felt the group
handled the meetings well.
The cancellation of the rally
gave them more of a chance to
get in touch with legislators,
Vickery said in an e-mail.
“I will make it a point
to follow up with my
representatives and hopefully
involve them personally with
our student-wide efforts at
WKU,” he said in an e-mail.

from front page

The board approved giving
about $6.1 million to the
academic affairs budget, Budget
Manager Kim Reed said.
The budget increase comes
from money left over from
fiscal year 2008 and money not
budgeted in fiscal year 2009,
Mead said in the e-mail.
Money left over from the
fiscal year can include money
for grants or professional
development accounts which
haven’t been used because of
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Page 3
the small individual amounts,
Provost Barbara Burch said.
More students enrolling
also increased money from
tuition, Kahler said. Western
got more money from tuition
than officials had budgeted.
Having the extra money
that the board approved allows
academic affairs to better deal
with growth-related issues,
Kahler said.
The money left over from
last year will be given to the
colleges and their academic
departments to help pay for
things such as equipment,
maintenance and professional
development, according to the

board’s agenda.
More students enrolling
could cause programs or
departments to grow and need
new resources, and therefore
more money, Kahler said.
He said he attributes the
spike in enrollment to more
people noticing Western.
“I think we’ve got lots of
really, really great things going
on on the campus,” he said.
The ill economy plays a part
in the growth too, he said.
More people are heading
back to school to advance their
education and become more
competitive in the workforce,
Kahler said.

Get your copy of the
Herald every Tuesday and
Thursday.
wkuherald.com
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EDITORIAL

TOPS to a free
Grand Slam breakfast at Denny’s.

BOTTOMS to
Denny’s being too
crowded to get your
free breakfast.

TOPS to ESPN2
coming to Western
this weekend.

BOTTOMS to
weather that makes
you cry … literally.

TOPS to recruits
still wanting to play
for a 2-10 football
team.
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Pulling the plug

Western officials should commit to shutdowns
The issue: The winter shutdown exceeded Western’s expectations, but officials
have decided to cancel a shutdown that was
scheduled for July 6 through 10.
Our view: Considering the success of
their first attempt, Western needs to commit to future shutdowns with dates that can
serve as a baseline for planning university
activities and holidays.
Western officials set a goal of saving
$80,000 when they scheduled a shutdown
during Winter Break that included lowering
thermostats and turning off unused appliances.
Needless to say, those same officials
were probably thrilled when the savings
exceeded their expectations by $48,340.
But those responsible for such a successful first attempt shouldn’t get too comfortable patting themselves on the back.
With a $520,000 shortfall in Western’s
energy budget, university officials need to

look at the winter shutdown as a good first
step toward solving this significant budget
imbalance.
The cancellation of the planned July
shutdown because of the presence of eight
different groups on campus calls into question the commitment Western has in implementing such a successful strategy.
After all, it’s likely that Western officials
knew those groups would be on campus during the summer and could’ve confined them
to fewer buildings if necessary.
It would be understandable to cancel
a second shutdown if the first one proved
unsuccessful, but when it exceeds every
possible expectation set by the university,
such a decision becomes much harder to
swallow.
The preservation of money and energy
makes sense even without a shortfall in
the utility budget, so it would make sense
for Western to make a habit of flipping the

switch when campus isn’t in use.
That means planning the calendar around
shutdowns instead of trying to add them as
an afterthought or taking them off the table
at the last minute.
Western officials must also involve more
of the faculty and staff in the planning
processes of future shutdowns and find better ways to communicate their intentions
regarding any efforts they decide to make.
Yanking the rug out from under staff
members who planned their vacation around
the July shutdown shows a lack of consideration that reflects poorly on the university.
It will take a campus-wide effort to make up
this budget shortfall, but if the shutdown during Winter Break was any indication, Western
is very capable of exceeding its goals.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial
board.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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Now is the time to improve our state
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

Two nights ago I wrote a
column targeting a specific
group of people on campus
that I am neither comfortable
around nor knowledgeable of
and described the many ways in
which they annoy me.
Which was not, I admitted
to my disappointed editor, what
this column is about.
And so, instead of ensuring
myself a spot in the jerkdom
hall of fame, I’ve decided to
discuss something we all have
in common, something we

should all care about, and never
be afraid to question, improve
or be proud of.
And that, folks, is Kentucky.
For many of us, Kentucky
has been our home since birth.
For all of us, it’s now a home.
And, quite simply, it’s
beautiful.
With almost as many
rivers and mountains as there
are people to live near them,
Kentucky’s landscape provides
an escape with which few other
states can compete. Its larger

cities, lively night scenes,
reputable universities and sound
sports teams create an energetic
urban culture. Its agricultural
and equestrian traditions are
rich. Bluegrass music, Johnny
Depp and George Clooney all
call it their birthplace. And with
a few exceptions, its people are
kind.
For those reasons, and many
others, I’m proud to call myself
a Kentuckian.
But to say this is all I see
when I look at our state would
be dishonest, because for every
good thing we’ve got going
for us, we have something else
bringing us down.

For instance, in the eastern
coal-mining part of our state
many mountains stand topless.
And they don’t get paid for
it. Neither do many of the
people who live near them, for
that matter, at least not at a
dignified rate. The blasted tops
—sometimes up to 800 feet
of them— are lazily dumped
into nearby valleys, disrupting
drainage flow, rendering
water supplies for surrounding
residents
poisonous
and
converting the landscape into
an eyesore.
Our people are among the
nation’s unhealthiest, claiming
second place in cancer deaths,

fifth for heart disease and
seventh for obesity.
Our public education system,
while improving, places too
much emphasis on standardized
testing before college and too
many digits in the tuition bill
once in college. And a good
education is what we’ll need
to surpass our current spot as
fourth-lowest on the national
median income list.
Also, 186,000 of our residents
age 18 and older are unable to
vote because of a Civil War-era
rule that prevents felons who
have served their time from
participating in the democratic
process. In fact, we’re only one

of two states that still implement
this embarrassing law.
Our state is ill. And since our
legislature will be in session
for only a few more weeks,
the time to lobby, write letters
and make phone calls is now.
Simply look up Kentuckians
for the Commonwealth online
if you’re interested in learning
how to get in touch with your
senator.
We cannot ignore our
problems, no matter how
proud we are of our state. To
do so would be neglecting the
land and people we love, and
that, folks, is not what true
Kentuckians do.

CAMPUS LIFE

The learning center opens new locations
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Students living on the south
end of campus won’t have to
walk to Downing University
Center for help with their
homework starting next week.
Satellite locations of The
Learning Center are opening on
Monday in Pearce-Ford Tower
and Keen Hall, said Sean
McCray, assistant director of
supplemental education for
TLC.
Students will be able to study,
be tutored in a variety of general
education subjects and use
computers with printing services
at the locations, he said.
The center in PFT is on the
27th floor and will be available
only to PFT residents, said
Brian Kuster, director of
Housing and Residence Life.
The center in Keen has an
outside entrance and will be
open to everyone, he said.
This will allow TLC to give
students academic help close to
where they live, McCray said.

“It will provide a more
convenient location than the
current learning center for
those students living down
there,” he said.
Alicia Carver, a freshman
from Temple, Texas, said she
lives in Poland Hall and will
take advantage of the new
location in Keen.
“I plan on going to that one
instead of walking up here,”
she said in DUC.
The shorter walk is more
convenient, especially during
the winter, Carver said.
Hall directors wanted to get
students more academically
involved, so they, along with
TLC, came up with the idea
for the satellite centers, said
Nicholas Holladay, a PFT hall
director.
“I think it’s going to be a great
benefit because a lot of students
have requirements to go the The
Learning Center,” he said.
Some Greek organizations
and professors require students
to go to TLC, Holladay said.
Students on academic

probation are also required to
go, he said.
The new centers will be an
alternative for those students
because the DUC center is
sometimes full during the day,
he said.
The new centers will be open
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Monday
through Friday, Holladay said.
HRL provided the space
for the new locations and
the Academic Advising and
Retention Center is funding the
staff, Kuster said.
HRL and TLC will look at
adding centers in other dorms
as space becomes available,
he said.
Louisville freshman Ben
Snawder, a PFT resident, said
he hasn’t gone to TLC before.
Most of his classes are on
South Campus, so he sometimes
uses the Learning Assistance
Center there, he said.
He said he will likely use
the new PFT center if he needs
help when he’s on main campus
because it’s better than walking
to DUC.

JACOB HILL/Herald

Lexington freshman Timothy Henderson practices drafting in The Learning Center at Downing University
Center. Henderson, a Pearce-Ford Tower resident, said he is looking forward to the new learning
centers opening in his dorm and Keen Hall. “This is actually my first time here, but I go upstairs a lot,” he
said, referring to PFT.
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PREVIEW

Play portrays Silverstein’s adult side
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
Madisonville senior, Ryan
Watson, twirled a pistol, pressed
it against the temple of his head
and pulled the trigger.
Morgan Howard, a freshman
from Memphis, Tenn., lounged
next to him, showing no signs
of fear or surprise.
The two play Leonard and
Valerie in Shel Silverstein’s
short play, “Click.”
“Click” and “Going Once”
are two of six short plays directed
by Bowling Green junior Jordan
Gottke in the first installment
of the spring 2009 Student Play
Festival, “An Adult Evening
of Shel Silverstein.” The plays
range from raucous hilarity to
more serious issues.
“We wanted to make it clear
that this work is not for kids;
it’s geared towards adults,”
Gottke explained. “In fact, I
told my mom, ‘Don’t invite my
grandmother.’”
Bowling Green senior
Nicholas Mo, who directs four
of the plays, agreed.
“I wouldn’t recommend
anyone under 18 to see it,”
he said comparing parts of the

show to an R-rated movie.
Mo directs “Smile,” “Gone
To Take A ...” “The Lifeboat
Is Sinking,” and “The Best
Daddy.” Within these plays,
Silverstein takes ordinary issues
and makes commentary on
them, Mo said.
“Going Once” has been
a challenge for Greenville
freshman Jessica Graham.
“The person who buys me gets
to keep me forever,” she said.
In the play, Graham is
topless.
“I’d never put myself in this
situation —of selling myself,”
Graham said. “It’s a very
in-your-face show.”
Howard and Watson still have
questions about the characters
they portray in “Click,” but they
believe the audience will decide
the answers.
The unhappily married
Leonard and Valerie are in
a bathroom while Valerie is
bathing.
“I’m just being a complete
b----, ‘cause he’s always doing
this,” Howard said. “I don’t let
him affect me.”
“I’m trying to conquer
her,” Watson explained. He
thought about his character

lindsey greer/Herald

Madisonville sophomore Nick Hudson (left), and Ashland
freshman Joseph Sturgill, rehearse “Gone To Take A ...”, a play
by Shel Silverstein. This is one of six Shel Silverstein plays to
be performed by students as a part of An Adult Evening of Shel
Silverstein.
for a moment. “I think we got
married for a reason.”
The cast had about three
weeks to prepare for the
90-minute show.
“I’ve never played a role
like this.” Howard said. “It’s
been a real challenge for me
to communicate that [character]
but I impress myself more every
day.”

The cast of “An Adult
Evening of Shel Silverstein” also
includes Jamie Lopez, Charity
Gardner, Joseph Sturgill, Nick
Hudson, Whitney Hendry, Nick
Gossett, Amber Conn, Danielle
McKinney and Chris Baker.
The show will run at 8
p.m. Monday and Tuesday in
the Gordon Wilson Hall Lab
Theatre. Admission is $3.
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If the market is up more
than 4.5 percent, the rest
of the money goes into the
endowment principal, or the
original money invested, he
said.
“In good years, the
endowment prepares Western
for bad years,” Blair said.
Some universities invest
their endowment money in
stock, Davis said. Stocks
have fallen, and any money
put into them has decreased
in value in the past six
months.
The market had a lot of
loss between September and
December 2008, said Tom
Hiles, vice president for
institutional advancement.
“That was when you saw
the market really, really
tank,” he said.
Western hasn’t lost
as much money as other
universities, Hiles said.
Out of 14 universities in
the state, Western lost the
least money from decreasing
endowment values, he said.
Berea College gets 80
percent of its educational
and
general
operating
budget from endowments,
said Jeff Amburgey, vice
president for finance at

Berea. Endowment values at
Berea have decreased by 30
percent, Amburgey said.
Students aren’t charged
tuition at Berea, he said.
Berea might make cuts
to its base budget next year,
Amburgey said. Western has
hundreds of scholarships,
such as the Mary Hutto
scholarship, that could be
affected by the endowment
loss, Hiles said.
Kentuckians
with
financial need can receive
the Mary Hutto scholarship,
according to the scholarship
booklet from the office of
student financial assistance.
A change in the endowmentbased scholarships would
be based on a 3-year time
window, though, Hiles said.
So if the market performs
poorly one year, the
scholarship would get the
cut gradually, not all once,
he said.
Western officials have
plans to raise more money.
President Gary Ransdell
is skilled in inspiring donors,
Hiles said.
Western officials try to
be creative with donors
too, Hiles said. Creativity
includes coming up with new
payment plans for donors to
give their money.
“I strongly believe big
ideas trump a bad economy,”
he said.
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from sports front

As Western enters its second
season in the FBS, National
Signing Day has become
arguably the most important offseason event until practice starts
next fall, spurring a growing
national phenomenon.
Wednesday’s
events
received nine hours of national
coverage from ESPN’s family
of networks, and the Internet
has become riddled with
subscription recruiting Web
sites such as Scout.com and
Rivals.com that have started
monitoring Western recruits as
the school climbs the Football
Bowl Subdivision ladder.
Western coach David Elson
said he believes the Internet
has had a large impact on the
popularity of recruiting and the
interest is here to stay.

Class
Continued

from sports front

“Our coaches did a good
job of keeping them firm and
keeping the bond,” Elson said.
Elson thinks that the
renovated stadium and facilities
played a large role in landing
some of the recruits.
“Being able to walk on
the campus and to see what
has happened from a facilities
standpoint was a major factor,”
he said. “It definitely gave a
‘wow’ factor.”

Dalcourt
Continued
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from sports front

His mother Regina also
seemed to think Western was a
good choice.
“It’s a much better fit for
him as a quarterback to attend
Western,” she said.
By leading his team to an
8-4 record, Dalcourt was named
to the first team of The Courier
Journal’s all-state selections.

“People are fanatical about
their teams,” Elson said. “They
want as much information and
quickly and at their fingertips as
they can possibly get.”
Western football has been
thrown into the business of an
annual frantic search for talent.
Recruiting takes the effort of a
full-time job for many coaches,
and it’s as much about selling
a school as it is about buying
potential prospects.
A recruit’s 40-yard dash,
vertical jump and bench press
statistics are readily accessible,
as well as his listing (by rank)
of top schools. Experts are hired
solely to analyze talent coming
out of high school and predict
their collegiate destinations.
Despite the information
available on the Internet,
Signing Day surprises still occur
when verbal commitments
are realized as unsigned, nonbinding contracts.
Buzz for the next incoming

class begins in the summer
months, even before a player’s
senior season in high school
has begun. College coaches
look to build a relationship
with prospects through limited
contact and campus visits, and
scholarship offers hastily follow
for desired players.
The process culminates into
a single day’s worth of signings,
faxes and celebration.
David Burton, dedicated
Hilltopper fan, retired high
school teacher and high school
coach of more than 20 years
echoed praise for new methods
of recruiting as well as Western’s
latest class.
“Recruiting is the name of the
game,” Burton said. “You have
to recruit to get good players,
and from what I’ve seen, we are.
That’s what you have to do.”
The rest of the FBS’ coaches,
players and fans have to agree
with Burton. Recruiting is the
root of winning.

But Elson still said that for
the team to keep pulling in these
recruits it’s going to have to
pull an upset.
“For us to be where we want
to be we have to beat someone
we aren’t supposed to beat,”
he said. “After we do that we
should get more higher profile
guys.”
Of the 26 players in
Western’s recruiting class Elson
said that he got at least one in
every position, which will help
out the team’s depth.
But with 21 seniors
graduating, there will have to
be more of these recruits to
play as freshmen. There will be

16 red-shirt freshmen who will
look for playing time in 2009
as well.
Elson said that all of the
positions will be up for battle.
Freshmen will have just as
much of a chance to win a
starting spot this season.
He also said that this won’t
be an easy process.
“It is still going to be a few
years until we have depth at
each position,” Elson said.
Elson says that the team is on
the right path to success.
“We are heading in the right
direction from the philosophy
of having a family atmosphere,”
he said.

Dalcourt said that he wanted
to help build the program and
be a part of something for the
future. By being a part of the
2009 recruiting class he will
have the opportunity to do that.
Elson said that Dalcourt
will get the opportunity to
compete for the quarterback
position in what could shape
up to be a crowded race come
next fall.
“His leadership abilities
carry the team a long way,”
Schlosser said. “All of the
athletes and other people in the

school looked up to him.”
Offensive coordinator Walter
Wells said that Dalcourt has the
ability to make plays which can
enhance the offense.
Joining Dalcourt at Western
will be Franklin-Simpson tight
end, Jim Murphree. Murphree
totaled 693 yards and nine
touchdowns for FranklinSimpson last year.
“One of the things we thought
would excite Courtney and Jim is
to be a part of being a hometown
hero and doing some really special
things on the hill,” Elson said.

February 5, 2009

Grant
Continued

from front page

The Daniel Jordan Fiddle
Foundation gave KAP a $7,500
grant, according to a Western
press release.
The money will be used
to support KAP’s Excellence
in Education, Engagement
& Employment program,
according to the press release.
KAP, a feature of Western’s
Clinical Education Complex,
was created to help children
with autism reach their
potential of independence,
productivity and community
involvement, according to the
KAP Web site.
KAP works with students
from age seven to adulthood,
Boman said.
Bowling Green senior
Kaley Cornell works with KAP
participants.
“They’re like our children,”
Cornell said of the participants.

Social interaction is hard
“We just care about them.”
People 16 and older for James Townsend, said his
participate in the employment mother, Lisa Townsend.
She thinks kids at school
program, Boman said. The
participants learn job skills by see her son as the quiet, smart
kid in the class,
working at different
she said.
businesses
and
“He likes to
organizations.
isolate,”
Lisa
“Oh, we’ve had
Townsend said.
fantastic jobs,” she
The grant also
said.
goes to help set
Part of the grant
a business run
goes to pay the
— Kaley Cornell up
by some KAP
participants’ wages,
Bowling Green senior
participants and
Boman said.
Students in Free
Western
has
money to pay for college Enterprise, Boman said.
Participants make things
students’ wages, but not those of
to sell, including children’s
high school students, she said.
The grant helps get furniture and CD cabinets, she
participants jobs they’re really said. Grant money will help to
buy supplies for their projects.
interested in, Bowman said.
SIFE plans to help those
Working at the library helps
Townsend with his social participants market their
creations, Boman said. Selling
skills, he said.
He said he’d like to be an online is a possibility.
“It’s neat to see the campus,
author for a living, but he’d
probably also be a librarian as well as the student body,
so he could keep a steady getting involved in the
program,” Boman said.
income.

“They’re like
our children.
We just care
about them.”

www.chherald.com
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Tops must avoid letdown

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
On paper, a game like the
one Western will face at 7 p.m.
tonight at Louisiana-Monroe
looks like a routine victory.
The East Division-leading
Toppers (15-7, 9-2 Sun Belt
Conference East) take on the
Warhawks (7-14, 3-7 Sun Belt
West), the worst team in the
West Division.
Louisiana-Monroe ranks
among the bottom three in
eight different categories in the
conference statistically. It is one
of the worst shooting teams in
the Sun Belt, ranking second
to last in field goal percentage
(40.3 percent) and last in field
goal percentage and defense
(47.3 percent).
But when taking a look at
another piece of paper, this game
could be another trap in a long line
of road pitfalls for the Toppers.
Both of Western’s losses
in-conference have come at
the hands of teams with losing
records, with an 81-79 loss at
Florida International on Jan. 8,
who currently sit at 9-15 overall
with a 4-7 mark in the league.

The other came in the form of a
78-74 loss at Denver on Jan. 24,
who sit at 9-11 overall and 4-5
in conference.
Malcolm Thomas anchors
the Warhawk attack, leading the
team in scoring (12.8 points per
game) and is third on the team
in rebounding at 4.6 per game.
Louisiana-Monroe has been
forced to spread the scoring
wealth this season after its
leading scorer the past two
seasons, preseason all-Sun Belt
selection Tony Hooper, was lost
for the season to a foot injury.
This came after serving an eight
game suspension.
Along with scoring, minutes
are also spread around for the
Warhawks with 12 players
playing at least 10 minutes
per game and nine of those
averaging at least 18 minutes.
It will be another homecoming
of sorts for junior forward Jeremy
Evans, whose hometown of
Crossett, Ark., is a little more than
an hour from Monroe, La., Evans
had a big game in the Toppers
68-63 victory at Arkansas State
with a career-high 22 points and
12 rebounds.
“It always helps me (to have

family at games),” Evans said
in the post-game radio show at
Arkansas State.
If the game gets close for
Western as most of these type of
games have this season, the team
might want to consider keeping
Louisiana-Monroe off the freethrow line. The Warhawks rank
fourth in the Sun Belt in freethrow percentage, shooting 69.7
percent. Six of their players
shoot more than 70 percent.
Western returns from its
road trip for a 1 p.m. Saturday
contest with South Alabama in
Diddle Arena.
Due to the tight travel
schedule, the Toppers weren’t
available for comment before
the Louisiana-Monroe game.

Congratulations to the
CHHS Freshmen Stars!

Tops hoping
for ‘white-out’

President’s List

Western is advertising
Saturday’s 1 p.m. match-up on
ESPN2 with South Alabama as
a ‘white-out’ where Topper fans
are encouraged to wear white to
the game.
The same event was
promoted for last year’s home
game between the two teams, a
69-64 Western loss.

Nathan J. Barzee*
Cortney J. Basham
Emily A. Borgmeier*
Tyler G. Brock*
Courtney N. Brown*
Elizabeth F. Brussell*
Kevin J. Buntin
Samantha S. Burnett
Emilia Cordova*
Alyson A. Embry*
Victoria E. Faul*
Morgan R. Furrow
Natalie A. Gamblin
Sara M. Glanz*
Jennifer M. Harmon
Laura W. Harp*

SOFTBALL

Lady Tops hope to benefit
from large returning class

RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com
Working on pitching and
hitting situations, the Western
softball team was in the midst of
another practice in preparation
for its upcoming season.
But, because of the cold
weather, the team was forced to
practice inside.
Come this weekend, when
the season begins, it’ll pitch and
hit outside again.
The Lady Toppers have
higher expectations after coming
off last season with a 28-30
overall record and an 8-15 mark
in Sun Belt conference play.
The team comes into this
season slated to finish seventh
in the Sun Belt, which is the
10th strongest conference in the
nation, said head coach Tyra
Perry.
The intention of the coaching
staff, which is in its second season,
is to have a complete season.
“Last year, we got off to a great
start and got a little unfocused in
the middle and ended well,” Perry
said. “So this year we’re really
focusing on putting together a

complete season.”
One thing that could help focus
on a complete season is the very
large junior and senior classes.
“We’re really hoping the six
seniors and seven juniors we
have is going to help us expansewise on the field,” Perry said.
“Also going into year two (as a
coaching staff), the team knows
our system, is comfortable with
our system and trusts it.”
With a new system in place
last season, the Lady Toppers had
to adjust, which wasn’t easy.
“Last year was a big change,”
senior third baseman Rebecca
Horesky said. Horesky was
named to the preseason All-Sun
Belt team. “Life is all about
change. You’re going to have
your changes out in the real
world. We came here to play
ball, and we came here to win.”
Not only have the players
become comfortable with
Perry’s system, but they have
become comfortable with each
other.
“We know each other really
well,” senior pitcher Jennifer
Kempf said. “If someone is
having a bad day, we know we

Alexis A. Heard*
Natasha J. Hill*
Morgan E. Horvis
Laura R. Howard
Stephanie E. Johnson*
Lindsay C. Jones*
Kelsie B. Ledford*
Larissa K. Lumbrix
Lauren A. Mahaney*
Kerissa E. McKinney*
Heather O. Meadors*
Morgan L. Mickelson*
Chelsea D. Mills
Sara R. Moody*
Chelsea A. Napier*
Erin A. Napier

Dean’s List

have to go over to say something
to them and pick them up. We
know how to get each other
back on track.”
Horesky also said that the
team has good chemistry off
the field.
“We go hang out together,
we go to the movies and go to
things together,” Horesky said.
“We do outside team activities
too. We all get along. Since we
communicate off the field, we
communicate more on the field
since we have that bond.”
The Lady Toppers will also
try to prove to critics that they
are ready to compete. In the
fall season the Lady Toppers
finished with a 7-1 record.
“Last year, we didn’t show
people what we really could do,”
junior first baseman Lindsay
Antone, who was also named to
the preseason All-Sun Belt team.
“They’re really not expecting
much out of us. I think this year
will get a lot better.”
The Lady Toppers will
open their spring season on
the road in Hattiesburg, Miss.
on Saturday in the Southern
Mississippi Tournament.

Celena Allen
Emily S. Baker
Courtney T. Billington
Kasey N.Bishop
Morgan L. Blaine
Leslie N. Branham
Danielle R. Briggs
Caroline J. Carter
Mallor J. Carter
Elizabeth A. Corbin
Jessica L. Cox
Morgan B. Cox
Brooke R. Cullen
Jill D. Cummings
Lydia M. Curran
Maranda L. Daugherty
Samantha R. Davis
Mersiha Demirovic
Danielle C. DePorter
Ashley E. Edwards
Megan C. Elsenboss

Christy D. Eubank
Kara J. Foxx
Jerri B. Gee
Kelcie R. Gleason
Abigail M. Greenwell
Claire E. Herrington
Amy M. Irons
Angela S. Jaworsky
Holly C. King
Jessica H. King
Jessica J. Kleis
Judson J. Lancina
Megan L. McGehee
Jessica L. Meibers
Alexander M. Miller
Ashley M. Obannon
Jessica E. O’Flaherty
Christopher M. Owen
Ann M. Reynolds
Casey L. Richardson
Maegan T. Rogers

Taylor L. Scott
Lindsay C. Searle
Kiara E. Shaw
Brittany S. Slaughter
Jonathan B. Somoza
Meagan D. Stinnett
Katelyn M. Storm
Kelsey E. Tatum
Shelby A. Terry
Courtney R. Thompson
Karalyn J. Troutman
Jordan L. Warford
Carmen D. Waterman
Dustin G. Weaver
Autumn B. Webb
James D. Wilson

* These students have achieved a 4.0 GPA for the semester.
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Michelle L. Nichols*
Courtney D. Patrick*
Kaylyn A. Pratt*
Seth A. Quinn
Jacob W. Read*
Nikita D. Read*
Jeremy P. Sites*
Anna C. Smith
Dylan R. Smith*
Jacob A. Stevens
Amanda C. Stewart*
Audrey L. Sutton*
Lindsey J. Trowbridge*
Lauren E. Vanarsdale*
Leslie A. West*
Jennifer N. Whitely*
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Toppers land class of 26
recruits for 2009 season

Dalcourt stays close to
home, chooses Western

MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

In its first year in the Sun Belt Conference, Western is
already first place — in recruiting at least.
Coach David Elson announced the 2009 recruiting class
on Wednesday, which rates No. 1 in the Sun Belt by Scout.
com.
“I truly feel that from top to bottom this incoming group
has more potential than any class we have ever signed at
WKU,” Elson said.
Western recruited 26 players from eight different states,
with three of them being 3-star recruits by Rivals.com.
Quarterback Courtney Dalcourt from Franklin, wide
receiver Will Adams from Grand Prairie, Texas, and tight
end Ed Hazelett from Indianapolis are the marquee players
in this year’s recruiting class.
“(Adams) is the type of player who did not need a
recruiting pitch,” South Grand Prairie High School defense
coordinator Michael Long said. “He fell in love with the
campus and the coaching staff right away.”
Landing Dalcourt was crucial for Western, as the team
didn’t get any recruits from Kentucky last year. Dalcourt
was one of six from Kentucky this year.
“There is no doubt that the more guys you can get in
200-300 miles within your campus then you will be better
off because their family will get to see them and peak more
interest in the community,” Elson said.
Hazelett is a 6’8” tight end who was a key member of
a team that won two Indiana 5A State Championships.
Elson said that he knew he was going to blow up and have
recruiters come after him, so Western went after him early.
Western didn’t have any surprises in recruiting either.
The coaches kept in contact with all of the players who
made verbal commitments.

Usually the goal for a Kentucky high school football
player is easy: play football at University of Kentucky or
University of Louisville after graduation.
Franklin-Simpson High School senior quarterback
Courtney Dalcourt must be the exception.
Dalcourt signed his letter-of-intent to play at Western
on Wednesday, declining offers
from Kentucky and Louisville,
among others.
“I felt I was at home (at Western)
during my visit,” Dalcourt said.
Dalcourt finished his high school
career with 74 total touchdowns,
with 4,252 passing yards and 3,180
rushing yards.
“Running the football he has
great vision, and he has improved
tremendously
throwing
the
Courtney Dalcourt
football,” said Dalcourt’s high
school coach, Tim Schlosser.
Coach David Elson thinks that landing a player of
Dalcourt’s ability will pay off for recruiting in the future.
“You can get some good publicity and good momentum
because a 3-star guy like Courtney commits to us,”
Elson said. “It sends a positive message for where we’re
headed.”
According to ESPN.com, Dalcourt is almost like a
running back playing the quarterback position. According
to the website, he is at his best when he is on the move.
Dalcourt also feels this is one of his strengths.
“I feel like I am a good quarterback who can improvise
and make stuff happen,” he said.

See CLASS,

page

RYAN STONE/Herald

Head coach David Elson speaks to a group of Western football
supporters and dinner attendees at the new Hilltopper Club about
the signing of 26 new recruits.

Fans salivate for year-round recruiting
JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com
Buzzing with recruiting hype, the Topper Club at Smith Stadium
welcomed Western fans as the football team hosted its first National
Signing Day Celebration Wednesday.
Fans caught up with each other while indulging in food,
drink and the scoop on Western’s 2009 recruiting class that was
announced earlier in the day.
Attending the reception was John Swack, who earned a master’s
degree from Western and continues to follow Topper football.
“I’m a big supporter of Western football,” Swack said. “I would
have come every year, but this is the first time I’ve known about it.
I think when we went to (the Football Bowl Subdivision) it made
things like this a big deal.”
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2009 class is great first step for Hilltopper program
Bench Minutes
David Harten

I don’t really ever understand the
hype surrounding national signing days.
I never understand the reason for
acting like your favorite school has
won the national championship just
because they got the 14th best running
back in the nation.
The kid hasn’t played a down and
just by signing his name on the dotted
line, he has done enough to get anything
around that college campus free for the
rest of his life.
The one word behind all of this
madness that gets misinterpreted is
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potential.
It means what a player could be,
how they could blossom — not that
the player is destined for greatness and
will send golden doors flying open for
a program and magically put shiny
trophies in the glass cases.
Though if these 26 scholarship
athletes are any indication, head coach
David Elson has gathered a ton of
potential in this 2009 recruiting class.
Elson is a coach who fully
understands the page the Western
football program is about to turn.
No longer is it going to be able to
use the crutch of assurance that was
the transitional period, now it’s the
big time. Bowl bids and Sun Belt

Conference championships are on the
line. Wins matter to the highest extent
now. Concession hot dogs taste a little
bit richer.
And this class is the first step in
making all that possible.
“On paper I’m sure this class ranks
up there as good as any (we’ve had at
Western),” Elson said. “... I think the
biggest thing is from a sheer numbers
standpoint and depth, we hit every
need that we had, there really isn’t a
position that’s not represented in this
entire class.”
On most recruiting web sites, this
class has more stars than the Milky
Way. It hasn’t played its first official
game as a full-on member of the Sun
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Belt, yet Western already owns the
top recruiting class in the conference
according to Scout.com.
Maybe one of the most convincing
traits that most of these recruits is
the list of colleges they turned down
to come to the Hill. The list is a
proverbial list of ESPN poster children
such as Louisville, Kentucky, Georgia
Tech and Stanford ... and that’s just
recruit Courtney Dalcourt.
One of the greatest benefits to this
class will come in this state. Nabbing
in-state recruits like Dalcourt, Josh
Carter and Jamarielle Brown give the
Toppers a boost for the future when
trying to compete with Louisville and
Kentucky for the state’s biggest high
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school athletes.
“It’s huge for us,” offensive
coordinator Walter Wells said.
“Because it puts us on the stage with
them. For our first year of Division-I
football coming up this year, being bowl
eligible and conference championship
eligible, it’s huge because it tells other
kids in the state that ‘Hey you can
come to Western and do the same
things as the SEC schools or the Big
East schools.”
So though I’m more interested to
see what these kids do on the field
come August, the seeds Elson has
planted are a great way to kick off the
program new era. And a great way to
make an early splash in the FBS.
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